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Where there is no VISION, the PEOPLE perish 

           - Proverbs 29:18 

 

There is always the temptation to stay put in our spiritual journey and to become complacent. We rely 

too much on past victories without realizing that these are only the small pieces of a much larger picture. 

God is continually calling His people to action… we never „arrive‟, but we strive for the „upward call of 

God in Christ Jesus‟.  

 

On May 1, 2010 we met at Cedar Glen Camp to ask ourselves the question, if the Lord should tarry, 

“What will we as a church look like in 10 years, in the year 2020?” From that pivotal point, through much 

more discussion and reflection throughout 2010, we have agreed to move forward toward where we  

believe God is calling us.  

 

It is our desire that this booklet will serve as a guide and reference for us as a church for the journey 

before us. It has been constructed from your planning, prayers and participation.  
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Looking Back 

After the war in the late 1940‟s, many peo-

ple were moving to the suburbs of Toronto. 

Two men from the Stone Church in the 

downtown area felt the need to start a Sun-

day School in one of those suburbs. Harry 

McClay and Joe Spadafora took on this 

challenge, and through their efforts a grow-

ing Sunday School was started in Willow-

dale. 
 

Following that initial effort, Rev. J.H Blair, 

Western Ontario District Superintendent felt 

it was time to start a church in that north 

Toronto suburb.  In 1951 Rev. Graydon Rich-

ards was approached to initiate this project. 
 

They began by holding meetings at  the 

Canadian Legion Hall. Each Sunday morn-

ing they would have to go in early to clean 

up and make the premises ready for their 

service. A few months later, the Presbyterian 

Church on Empress Avenue came up for 

sale for $40,000. Only two bidders, the Le-

gion and Pastor Richard‟s group came for-

ward to purchase the property. The Presby-

terian Church Board felt this was dedicated 

ground and preferred that another church 

would get the property.  They closed the 

deal with $1.00 and a new church was 

born. Willowdale Gospel Tabernacle moved 

into 31 Empress Avenue in January 1952. 
 

At Willowdale, new beginnings is just a part 

of who we are.   

Great is your FAITHFULNESS 
- Lamentations 3:23 
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GATHER 
 

worship - Ps 95:6 

celebrate - Ps 145:7 

fellowship - Heb 10:25 

prayer - 1 Thess 5:17 

food - Acts 2:42  

family - Josh 24:15 

intercultural - Rev 5:9 

GROW 
 

 discipleship - Matt 16:24 

study - 2 Tim 2:15 

generosity - 1 Jn 3:17 

 commitment - Rom 12:1 

spiritual disciplines - Josh 1:8 

grace - 2 Pet 3:18 

gifts - 1 Cor 12:4  

GO! 
 

serve - Col 3:17 

lead - Rom 12:8 

witness - Acts 1:8 

impact - Acts 17:6 

mission - Matt 28:19 

plant - 1 Cor 3:6 

influence - 1 Pet 2:12 

OUR MISSION 
“FULL LIFE” ESSENTIALS 
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I have come that they may have LIFE  
                   and have it to the FULL 

- John 10:10 
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Based on the input and consideration of the Vision 2020 process, we are moving forward  

in the direction we believe God is calling us.  
 

1. Leadership Development 

Developing highly competent Christ-like leaders by providing intentional leadership development 

initiatives (Ephesians 4:11; Romans 12:5-8). 

 

2.  Family & Community 

Serving and resourcing our church family and our community in the development of their full life 

potential (2 Timothy 1:5; Ephesians 4:1; Joel 2:28). 

 

3.  Outreach & Missions 

 Increase, support and encourage opportunities to make a difference in our city and around the 

world (Acts 1:8; Matthew 28:19). 

 

4. Future Facilities 

Focusing specific resources that will create venues and multi-site locations for the purpose of  

intentionally developing passionate, missional followers of Christ (Matthew 18:20; Acts 2:46).  

 

All this will be guided by our mission strategy—Gather, Grow, Go, and our commitment to 

these four important strategic components.  
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Family & Community Leadership 

Outreach & Missions Future Facilities 
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We believe that God is calling us in the next 10 years to establish 5 sites in the Greater  

Toronto Area and 5 globally - “10 in 10”.   
 

Our hope is to see each site develop to its full potential as they GATHER together as a  

community of believers, to GROW in faith, and GO connect others to Christ.  
 

Willowdale is at a significant moment in our history and you have the unique privilege to be 

a part of it. It will require all of us doing our part to maximize our impact. 

OUR VISION 
“10 IN 10” 



 10 

Willowdale Pentecostal Church 

288 Cummer Avenue Toronto, Ontario M2M 2E7 
 

willowdalepc.com 


